
Over the past few years dur-
ing the height of the pandemic, your
Bloomington Historical Society has
been working with a significantly
reduced volunteer crew.  It’s time to
pick up the pace and welcome YOU
to join us as an active volunteer.

Volunteering is a great way
for young people to gain experience
for their resume’, and a great way
for older people to stay young and
active.  Most of our volunteers are
also active in other Bloomington
organizations like VEAP, Bridging
and their places of worship.

Opportunities are available
for nearly every area of interest.
Here are a few examples:
 Volunteer coordinator— Help

volunteers find their perfect fit!
Coordinate the monthly docent
calendar and oversee our staff-
ing needs.

 Program and event planning and
set-up.  Social events coordina-
tor for member appreciation
events.

 Inventory project workers—
Open boxes of artifacts, catalog
and sort them. Number and enter
items on our computer spread-
sheet. Re-pack so items can be
easily located for displays.

 Visioning sub-committee—Are
you a good planner?  Help
shape the direction of the
Bloomington Historical Society
for the future.

 Docents work in pairs to greet
visitors and staff the Museum
open hours.   With more docents
we can be open more hours!

 Scanning and digitizing—There
are dozens of file drawers to go
through.  File contents need to
be cataloged, and the most sig-
nificant documents scanned.

 Fundraising and Membership—
Just like every non-profit, hav-
ing volunteers with these skills
is a always a great need.

 Board of Directors—There will
be two openings this fall for 2-
year terms.  How about YOU?
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V I S I T  U S !

 Wednesday
1-5 pm

 Thursday
1-8 pm

 Saturday
1-5 pm

 By ap-
pointment:
call 952-
881-4114
to schedule
your visit.

Old Town Hall set up for programs



P a g e 2 B H S  N e w s l e t t e r
P a g e 3S p r i n g  2 0 2 3

THE BEGINNING

Dr. George W. Young, a 37 year old North
Minneapolis jeweler, optometrist and radio hob-
byist, received his commercial radio operator’s
license in 1923.  He bought a second-hand an-
tenna and a WWI surplus transmitter with which
he produced his first radio broadcast from his
home at 2219 North Bryant Ave. in early 1924.  It
was the fifth radio station in the Twin Cities.

The original call letters assigned to the
station were KFMT.  In June 1925 they were
changed to WHAT, finally in 1926, Dr. George
Young had them changed to his initials: WDGY.

NEW OWNERSHIP

The Stuart family owned the station from
1945-52.  The array of nine towers was built in
Bloomington during that time.  From 1952-55  a
group of businessmen owned it. WDGY was then
purchased by Todd Storz of the Storz Brewing
family in 1956.  It was his fourth station.  His pro-
motional plan was to use contests to build ratings.
The station promised to give away large sums of
money to listeners.  The station moved from sev-

enth place in the Twin Cities market to second
place in just three months.

Storz brought in the best announcing tal-
ent he could find.  He even moved the studio
back into the city because the new announcers
objected to the long drive out to Bloomington on
undeveloped rural roads.  The WDGY studios
moved back to Bloomington in 1961 when the
roads had been improved.

The new target audience was 18-35.
WDGY took early advantage of the rising popu-
larity of rock and roll.  Merchandising promo-
tions, contests and concerts made “Wee-Gee”
first in teen and young adult audiences in the
1960s and 1970s.

STRAY RADIO SIGNALS

When the array of nine WDGY towers
was built in Bloomington, residents quickly no-
ticed there were problems.  The towers beamed
50,000 watts during the day, but at night it had
25,000 watts to the south but an effective radi-
ated power of 300,000 watts to the north.  The
WDGY signal could heard over the north pole
and into Scandinavia.

Re-radiation from the Bloomington water
tower was a problem.  WDGY engineers had to
install coils to de-tune the water tower.  Bloom-
ington residents near the station often reported
picking up the radio signal, or its vibrations, in
appliances, plumbing, radiators, and even dental
fillings!  On occasion, the WDGY signal would
overpower every other station on some Bloom-
ington radios.

FROM ROCK TO COUNTRY

In September 1977 WDGY abruptly
changed its format from rock and roll to country.
Most rock and roll stations had migrated to the
FM band, and the AM band had a growing coun-
try audience among older listeners.  WDGY
North Country Radio lasted about 10 years.

R e c e n t  R e s e a r c h :  W D G Y  R A D I O U p c o m i n g  E v e n t s 2023  MEMBERSHIP FORM
Memberships fund our programs. Join today!
See our website for online giving options.

NAME____________________________

PHONE___________________________

ADDRESS_________________________

CITY______________________________

STATE/ZIP CODE___________________

EMAIL____________________________

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES

_____Individual $    $30.00
_____Family $    50.00
_____Contributing $   100.00
_____Supporting $   250.00
_____Patron $   500.00
_____Corporate $   600.00
_____Benefactor $1,000.00

Additional donation: $____________

Please make checks payable to:
Bloomington Historical Society

Mail to:  Bloomington Historical Society
1800 West Old Shakopee Road
Bloomington, MN 55431

_____YES, I’d love to volunteer at the Old
Town Hall Museum.  I’m available: (circle)

Tuesday afternoon Wednesday afternoon

Thursday afternoon Thursday evening

Saturday afternoon Other: __________

Saturday, March 11 at 2 PM-  Remember-
ing Frances Berns: Bloomington Sun Newspapers.
Frances Berns was a writer and columnist for the
Bloomington Sun for decades.  Her impact on
Bloomington is legendary.  To mark the 100th Anni-
versary of her birth, former Sun Current editor Don
Heinzman will share significant projects and interest-
ing anecdotes from their time working together.

Saturday, April 22 at 2 PM– Stories of the
Barbary Coast Dixieland Band: Longtime Bloom-
ington residents Dick and Carol Petersen, were with
the band for over 50 years.  Dick played banjo and

Carol worked as their manager.
The couple will share the his-
tory, travels and music of the
band.  Join us for an interesting
and toe-tapping afternoon.

Monday, May 22 at 7PM– Music of the
Civil War with the Lost Travelers:  Hear music
from the Civil War era performed by Bloomington
musicians and friends.  Sing along with old familiar
tunes.  Learn about Bloomington residents who
served in the Civil War, and how Bloomington hon-
ored them.

Nine Mile Creek History Walks—
Thursday, May 18 at 6 PM and Saturday July 15
at 2 PM- Two opportunities to walk with a Bloom-
ington Historical Society guide.  Walks begin at the

Old Town Hall Museum and progress
along Nine Mile Creek to the site of
the former Scofield/McAffee grist
mill.  There is a challenging hill to
climb on this 2-mile round-trip route.
Participants should be in good physi-
cal condition.  Sturdy footwear is rec-
ommended.

More events will be added
soon.  Check our website cal-
endar for the most up-to-date
information.

The iconic WDGY sign and nine tall towers could easily be
seen on the west side of Highway 35W in Bloomington.

The Devonshire Apartments now occupy the site.
Photo: Pavek Museum.
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B L O O M I N G T O N  H I S T O R I C A L  S O C I E T Y

Founded in 1964, the Bloomington His-
torical Society is dedicated to the discov-
ery, preservation and dissemination of
knowledge about the City of Bloomington.

Our mission is to collect, preserve and
hold in the public trust the many artifacts,
photographic images, memorabilia and life
stories of the people who have lived in
Bloomington.

The organization is run entirely by volun-
teers and we depend entirely upon your
donations for our operations, programs
and displays.  We are grateful for your on-
going support.

Old Town Hall Museum
Penn Avenue at Old Shakopee Road
Open Wednesdays and Saturdays 1 to 5 pm
Thursdays 1 to 8 pm
Additional open hours by appointment


