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Introducing our newest Board Member
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Nancy Lamberger is the newest member of the Bloomington
Historical Society’s Board of Directors. She was appointed by the Board
in May to fill the term vacated by Ryan Young.

Nancy is a lifelong resident of Bloomington and graduated from
Jefferson High School in 1972, and Normandale Community College in
1974. Twenty years later she completed her Bachelor's Degree in
American History. Nancy was the Operations manager at Artistry until
her retirement in 2021 after 32 years in arts administration.

Nancy has been volunteering at BHS since 2025, entering the
treasures in our collection into Collective Access. She is a mother and
grandmother. She and her husband live in her grandparents’ house near
Moir Park. She attributes her love of history to her dad, Phil Hall, who
was an avid historian.

The Historical Society extends our sincere gratitude to Ryan
Young for his service on our board and wish him all the best in his new
farming venture.

Displays Bring History Alive

Bloomington Historical Society’s Old Town Hall Museum holds
many items, books, clippings and memorabilia linked to the Bloomington
area.
in the Museum, highlighting our dugout canoe, military service, sports
teams and schools. Other artifacts are displayed there on a seasonal or
rotating basis.

Displays are also set up at Bloomington Civic Plaza, across the
hall from the Parks and Recreation office. These are changed about five
times each year. The current display is about steamships on the
Minnesota River. To celebrate the 250% Anniversary of American
Independence this 4t of July, we will soon change the display in the Civic
Plaza kiosk to highlight how Bloomington celebrated the Bicentennial in
1976. Be sure to stop by and check it out! The gates to that area are
open during normal business hours.

Some of artifacts from our collections are on permanent display
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Bloomington Celebrated the Bicentennial in 1976

By Rose Underhill, BHS president

While the country celebrates our 2501,
let’s go back a few years. How did Bloomington
celebrate the Bicentennial?

In 1976, Bloomington celebrated the
Bicentennial by becoming a Bicentennial
Community. To do so, several requirements had
to be met.

President Nixon set up the American
Revolution Bicentennial Administration (ARBA).
Its purpose was to support states and cities
planning Bicentennial events. Governor Wendell
R. Anderson created the Minesota American
Bicentennial Commission (MARBC). Its purpose
was to coordinate with ARBA and local entities.
Bloomington created the Bloomington
Bicentennial Committee to plan events. It was
led by Diane Darr, and began the planning
process several years before 1976.

In order to meet the requirements of a
Bicentennial City, activities were to be held from
at least one of the following areas: Heritage
(Honoring the Past), Festival (Celebrating the
Present), Horizons (Plan for the Future).
Bloomington Bicentennial Committee planned
and coordinated events in all three categories.

The book “Bloomington on the
Minnesota” was written by several committee
volunteers. It
covered the history
of Bloomington from
its earliest days until
the 1970s. It was
published in June
1976. The
Bloomington
Historical Society
has several copies
that are available for
review.

A Pioneer Fair was held in Bloomington in
June and July 1976. Held at a vacant lot near
Normandale Community College. The Fair was

open for three weekends. Many groups were
involved with programs, plays, food and displays.
A hot air balloon kicked off the event. Costumes
of the 1876 era were worn by entertainers and
workers. Two stages were set up for continuous
entertainment including melodramas, comedies,
concerts and more. Games from 1876 were held
at the Fair. Foods available included fried breads,
corn on the cob, watermelon, chicken and more.
Arts and crafts booths were set up. “Bailiff's
General Store” sold merchandise.

The Rotary Club identified historic sites in
Bloomington and selected the Old Town Hall as its
first recipient of a marker depicting its historic
significance. Old Town Hall has a smaller version
of this marker on its front lawn.

A display of baseball uniforms over the years
was held at Metropolitan Stadium as part of the
Bicentennial celebration.

A citizen's award program was set up to
celebrate worthy Bloomington residents. Several
awards were given for professional work that
benefited the state or nation.

Several other events including historic bike
rides, a Town Hall meeting attended by 200
residents, school classroom activities and more
took place throughout the year.

Continued on the next page.
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Upcoming FEvents

Saturday, July 4, 2026 1-5 PM
HAPPY 250th BIRTHDAY U.S.A.

Join us for a drop-in event during our regular
open hours for this holiday celebration. BHS staff will
amaze, amuse and challenge you with trivia about the
Declaration of Independence, coloring activities for
the kids, and a display of historic replica flags. Count
the stars and come celebrate America’s 250t
Birthday.

Saturday, August 15, 2026 2:00 PM
NINE MILE CREEK HISTORY WALK
Walk with a BHS guide from Old Town Hall
along Nine Mile Creek to the former site of the McAfee
grist mill. Learn about the history of the area along the
way, and view changes being made in the Corridor
Renewal Project that is underway.

Bicentennial ctd.

A plan for the future included establishing the
Bloomington Art Center. It opened in September
1976. It was housed in the Parks and Rec building at
102nd and Penn Ave. It remained there until moving
into Civic Plaza in 2003. Art education, gallery space,
exhibit halls and studios were included. Classes were
held for residents of all ages.

In addition, Bloomington Parks and Rec used a
Showmobile to showcase programs in various parks
and at events.

The Japanese Garden at Normandale
Community College was also dedicated in 1976.

There were many other activities held in 1976 to
celebrate the Nation’s Bicentennial. Organizations
and the Bicentennial Committee sponsored activities
such as concerts, benefits, music festivals, displays,
etc.

Sources: Diane Darr, Bloomington on the
Minnesota, Sun Current Newspapers, Minnesota
History = Magazine, = Bloomington  Bicentennial
Committee Final Report.

12026 MEMBERSHIP DONATION

i Members fund our programs. Join today!

i See our website for online giving options.

: Thank You to everyone who has already

é sent in their annual membership this year!

:NAME

. PHONE

! ADDRESS
[ CITY

;STATE/ZIP CODE

'EMAIL

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES

Individual
Family

$ $30.00
$ 50.00

Additional donation: $

g Please make checks payable to:

i Bloomington Historical Society

' Mail to: Bloomington Historical Society
11800 West Old Shakopee Road
'Bloomington, MN 55431

: Links for online donations including GiveMN,
:Venmo and PayPal are on our website under
' the Donate tab.

E YES, I'd love to volunteer at the Old

i Tuesday afternoon  Wednesday afternoon

é Thursday afternoon  Saturday afternoon
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BLOOMINGTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Founded in 1964, the Bloomington His- Old Town Hall Museum

torical Society is dedicated to the discov- Penn Avenue at Old Shakopee Road
ery, preservation and dissemination of Open Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays
knowledge about the City of Bloomington. and Saturdays 1 to 5 pm.

Additional open hours by appointment
Our mission is to collect, preserve and hold
in the public trust the many artifacts,
photographic images, memorabilia and life
stories of the people who have lived in
Bloomington, Minnesota.

The organization is run entirely by volun-
teers and we depend entirely upon your
donations for our operations, programs and

displays. We are grateful for your on- going BLOOMINGTON
support. HISTORICAL
SOCIETY
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